
General Focus Check-In Meeting – April 22, 2025 
 

Please note that at this time AI programs are not allowed at WSDA hosted meetings and they will be 
denied or removed from the meeting.  

WSDA Focus on Food & Other Updates – Katie Rains, WSDA 
• Long legislative session scheduled to end by Sunday, April 27, 2025. 
• In February 2025, Governor Ferguson proposed a plan to save $4B (link) in WA: 

o Limiting Replacement of One-Time Federal Funding 
• In March 2025, the House and Senate released their budget proposals (link) 
• WSDA’s July 2025-June 2027 operating budget, including funding for food and farm grant 

programs is not certain until approved budget is signed by Governor in May 2025. 
• 2025 Food Policy Monitoring 

o HB1404/SB5352 Free School Meals 
o SHB1388/SSB5214 Mobile Markets 
o SB5474/HB1588 Organic Agriculture 
o HB1497 (Food) Waste Materials Management 
o SB5055 Promoting WA Agritourism 
o HB1987 Developing a WA Food Security Strategy 
o HB2062 Maple Syrup Processing 

• Federal Program Monitoring 
o WA state agencies administer programs and provide services on behalf of USDA through 

Cooperative Agreements, some of which have been impacted by DOGE and other 
federal changes: 
 Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA25) 
 Local Food in Schools (LFS) 
 TEFAP Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Food  
 Resilient Food System Infrastructure (RFSI) 

• Contact: 
o Katie Rains, Food Policy Advisor to the Director 
o krains@agr.wa.gov  
o 360-688-4549 

Washington Food Coalition – Trish Twomey 
• Email today to create a profile in the new platform Growth Zone.  
• Announcing open nominations for odd numbered districts for the board of directors. 

Nomination form in the newsletter (link) 
• April 30th training on the role of a sub-grantee for EFAP biennial meetings  
• Board meeting tomorrow, April 23rd at 12:00pm. Zoom link 
• Contact: 

o Trish Twomey, Executive Director 
o trish@wafoodcoalition.org  

mailto:krains@agr.wa.gov
https://washingtonfoodcoalition.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/8a69310211e341a1986013bec373309e
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81164833495&sa=D&ust=1734922800000000&usg=AOvVaw0Wp63t99fHpIJyjXk136Qf
mailto:trish@wafoodcoalition.org


Harvest Against Hunger – David Bobanick and Olivia 
• Small Scale Capacity Grants – email sent for reimbursement requests before the deadline 
• Joint check in for WA Gleaning Network 
• Farm to Food Pantry: purchases are increasing as the weather gets better. Site reviews/audits 

have been selected and will happen by June 30th.  
• Updating application materials for the new biennium. Will have an open listening session next 

month on the application.  
• Contact info:  

o David Bobanick, Executive Director 
o david@harvestagainsthunger.org  

Advocacy Updates – Claire Lane, Aaron Czyzewski, AHNC 
• Long legislative session is scheduled to end by Sunday. For the budget to pass, it needs to come 

out by April 23rd. No news on a release yet.  
• The environment is tense. Governor opposes the new tax on tangible assets tax over $50M. And 

will not sign a budget that includes it.  
• New revenue bills. Governor doesn’t like property tax increase. Need better communication 

between the Governor and the budget writers to build one he’ll sign. Governor has asked to cut 
$52M from food security.  

• The Governor can veto line items, so expect and prepare for advocacy to defend hunger relief 
systems.  

• Heartened that legislators are talking about the needs of the hunger relief system. Huge thank 
you for all your advocacy.  

• Link in chat for organizational sign on letter to ask Governor to sign the budget if the House and 
Senate agree on one. Link in chat.  

• Federal, tensions are high, champions are depending on us to weigh in.  
• A few relevant Dear Colleagues letters were sent recently.  
• Virtual Congressional town hall for hunger relief may be scheduled for the first week of May. 

Will send information when it’s scheduled. Hope for a statewide representation in the call.  
• The Capital Budget has some food bank projects.  
• Questions/Comments 

o Thank you, Claire! Is it one letter per food bank that is needed? I’m in Port Angeles.  
 Yes, just ONE person from an organization should sign on to the letter (it’s not 

designed for individuals) 
o Aaron, can you supply a link to the letters you’re referring too? 

 https://foodlifelineseattle-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aczyzewski_foodlifeline_org/ET45M1sSEAV
HuOXcWo1YnV4B7IHPAKN6SoqQwUsZCbMq0w?e=ge2Jrj 

 https://foodlifelineseattle-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aczyzewski_foodlifeline_org/EfFVwkAnLi5K
mm8KzPc1JH4BLII1B43mFSMRT27GJJ3aYg?e=drBiKj 

  
o CCC??? 

 CCC=Commodity Credit Corporation (how USDA funds a lot of TEFAP and other 
things) 
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o Here is an interesting Politico article about the cuts to TEFAP CCC, as well as the 
clawbacks for Local Food Purchasing Agreements and Local Food in Schools grants: 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/04/12/usdas-bird-flu-plan-uses-money-for-
schools-food-banks-00287557  

• Contact: 
o Aaron Czyzewski, aaronc@foodlifeline.org (813) 503-3535 
o Claire Lane, Claire.Lane2@gmail.com (206) 446-0966 
o Craig Gibson, craigg@foodlifeline.org  

Resiliency Grants – Britt Beug, WSDA FA 
• Round 5 (SFY 2025-2026) 

o Application is open for 45 days, closing May 22, 2025 
 See webpage for application link and additional information 
 Final budget amount not finalized 

o Friday Office Hours 1:30-2pm 
 May 2nd and May 16th  
 Link on webpage in accordion under Info Sessions and Technical Assistance 

o Anna is back!  
• Contact: 

o Anna Berrey Hamill and Britt Beug: foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov 
o Resiliency Grants Webpage 

Food Updates – James Scovel, WSDA FA 
• Food Update April 2025 
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• TEFAP  

 

• LFPA 

 

• Food Order Work Group 
o May 28, 2025 10-11am 
o Entitlement orders for Oct-Dec 2025 
o Contact us with any questions and invites to the Food Order Work Group.  

• More detailed spreadsheets are available, you are free to request any data.  
• Contact: 

o James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 
o John Carney – john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 
o Website: https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access 

mailto:jscovel@agr.wa.gov
mailto:john.carney@agr.wa.gov
https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access


• Questions 
o James, did you say this info will be on the website? Could you point me to a link? 

 https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access/hunger-relief-resources/general-focus-
meeting-information General Focus presentations are posted here.  

o To clarify… is the LFPA purchase just for those organizations who aren’t doing their own 
purchases or for everyone 
 Those purchases are on behalf of folks who could not purchase food on their 

own and were identified as LFPA participants. 

Reminders – Kyle Merslich, WSDA FA 
• Spenddown Reminder 

o Funds expiring: 
 TEFAP R&R 
 GAP Funds (LFPA, CSFP, TEFAP) 
 Proviso agreements 
 EFAP & EFAP-Tribal (State, Supplemental & Enhanced) 
 LFPA (no cost extension has been approved) 
 Resiliency Grant 
 TEFAP CCC 

o Goods and Services received by 6/30/25 
o If you can’t spenddown, reach out to your Lead Agency 

• EFAP and EFAP-Tribal New Biennial Timeline 
o Program changes – Fall 24 to Winter 25 
o Biennial Meetings – April to June (non-tribal only) 
o Applications on website – First week of May 
o EFAP Manual Updates – First week of June 
o Sub Agreements on website – June 16th 

 Due to FA 30 days after execution 
o Application due June 
o Lead Agency Agreements – June 16-30 

• Contact your Lead Agency or Regional Representative with additional questions. 
• Questions 

o HIGHLY recommend agencies attend WFC’s training so you’re really ready for your local 
EFAP meeting and know how those local funding decisions are made.  
 Link to the training please 
 WFC training: https://washingtonfoodcoalition.growthzoneapp.com/event-

calendar/details/efap-biennial-meetings-as-a-sub-grantee-1379744  

Updates – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• Federal Unknowns – Received NO stop work orders 

o USDA is still putting food bids out, making awards, delivering food, and James is 
ordering TEFAP Entitlement and TEFAP Bonus.  

o Exception is TEFAP CCC food and funding – Year 3 Phase 1 and do not anticipate future 
phases. Have not officially received notice that the program is ending.  

• CSFP Final Budget and Revised Caseload and no expansion 
o No change to the budget 

https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access/hunger-relief-resources/general-focus-meeting-information
https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access/hunger-relief-resources/general-focus-meeting-information
https://washingtonfoodcoalition.growthzoneapp.com/event-calendar/details/efap-biennial-meetings-as-a-sub-grantee-1379744
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o FPL at 150%; Caseload assigned to the state was reduced from 5,463 to 5,372 
o Current CSFP Gap that ends June 30, 2025 
o New Income Guidelines, Procedures Manual, and Forms anticipated release week of 

April 7th or April 14th 
o Anticipate new round of CSFP Gap State Funding – July 1, 2025 start date 

 Hope to simplify Gap Funding, depends on final state budget 
• TEFAP State Plan (still pending approval) and No “Final” Budget Yet 

o FPL at 400% is still in question with USDA  
o New Income Guidelines, Procedures Manual, and Forms are on hold until final word 

from USDA 
o Anticipate new round of TEFAP Gap State Funding – July 1, 2025 start date 

• LFPA and LFPA Plus and LFPA Gap (state) Total Budgets 
o Total Budgets were just posted on the FA Webpage “What’s New”  
o No Cost Extension Request approved by USDA, will send out updates.   

 Extension to December 31, 2026 
o Anticipate new round of LFPA Gap State Funding – July 1, 2025 

• USDA Management Evaluation of TEFAP/CSFP  
o Virtual Site Reviews in May, will reach out to those affected 

• Expanded Communication 
o “What’s New” section on the FA website, trying to update it more often. Also “Updates” 

on the program page.  
o Working on email blasts with updates 
o WFC Bulletins 

• Questions/Comments 
o What is gap funding? 

 Similar to state crisis funding to “fill the gap.” 

Sharing 
• Send Best Practices stories to Trish Twomey to go in the WFC Best Practices Handbook. 

trish@wafoodcoalition.org  

Office Hours & Trainings – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• LFPA 

o Quarterly open office hours 
o Quarterly reports were due April 20th  
o Farm to Community Team 
o Contact Jeff Mathias – jeff.mathias@agr.wa.gov 

• Lead Agency – Core Programs 
o 1st Tuesday of the month, 9:30-10:30am 
o Q&A, info sharing, problem solving 
o Contact your Regional Representative 

• Resiliency Grant 
o May 2nd and May 16th 1:30-2:00pm 
o Q&A on Grant Applications 
o Contact Britt Beug – foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov  

• Food Order Work Group Meeting 

https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access
mailto:trish@wafoodcoalition.org
mailto:jeff.mathias@agr.wa.gov
mailto:foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov


o May 28th 10:00-11:00am 
o Contact: James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 or John Carney – 

john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 

Upcoming: 
• WFC Board Meeting 

o Wednesday, April 23rd 12:00-2:30pm 
• WFC Training: EFAP Biennial Meetings as a Sub-Grantee 

o Wednesday, April 30th 11:00am-12:00pm 
• Lead Agency Check-In Meeting  

o Friday, May 2nd 9:00-10:00am 
• General Focus Check-In Meeting 

o Tuesday, May 20th 9:00-10:00am 

mailto:jscovel@agr.wa.gov
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